
   North Valleys Community  Update 
 

 

North Valleys Flooding Situation 

March 22, 2017 

Nearly four miles of temporary flood barrier has been strategically built around areas of Swan Lake in Lemmon 
Valley to protect homes and property from the spread of flood waters. Crews are currently building the barrier 
near Arkansas Drive. North Valleys Incident Commander Chief Sam Hicks said crews are being extra cautious in 
areas with high water due to safety concerns. However, the remainder of the barrier is expected to be done by 
the end of the week. The temporary flood barrier is nearly four feet high and will hold more than 12,000 yards of 
sand when completed. In addition to the flood barrier, engineered berms have been built in specific areas around 
the lake, including the sewage treatment plant.  

Pumping of flood water is well underway.  More than 4,500 gallons can be pumped per minute.  A few feet of 
water near and in the neighborhood off Patrician and Lemmon Drive has been pumped out of the area and back 
into Swan Lake. The plan is to pump water that has already affected several properties back over the temporary 
barrier and into Swan Lake on the north side of the lake as well.  

 

“We will pump all the water off of properties, so there will be minimal amounts of water left,” Chief Hicks said. 
“Engineers have told us that leaving some water on the property will actually speed up the evaporation process to 
help get rid of the water completely over time.” 

Sandbagging around Swan Lake continues. More than 70,000 sandbags have been deployed in the Pompe Way 
and Lemmon Drive area.  
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Road Closures 

For your safety, Lemmon Drive, from Chickadee to Deodar, is currently closed while crews work in the area. 
Checkpoints are located at Lemmon and Patrician Drives as well as Bravo and Albert Streets. Traffic in and out of 
those areas will be restricted to residents and their designees. Normal commercial delivery and services will not 
be impacted. Residents in the area are asked to drive slow and be mindful of crews. We appreciate your 
continued patience.  

National Weather Service Report 

The National Weather Service (NWS) is forecasting wet weather for the area over the next week or so. NWS says 
several spring storms will bring periods of rain through Monday. See complete weather report. 

Sandbag Information 

If you need sandbags, go to the sandbag location on Pompe Way and Lemmon Drive. Remember, you should only 
use sandbags for structure protection, not for yards and landscaping. Residents with questions can call 775-785-
8600. Crews are in the area and willing to help sandbag where needed. 

Swan Lake Water Runoff Analysis 

A joint effort by the National Weather Service, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Desert Research Institute and 
Washoe County staff has completed an assessment of the amount of volume of water currently stored within the 
snowpack on Peavine Mountain.  

According to the analysis, up to 3,800 acre feet of runoff water has the potential to flow into Swan Lake in 
Lemmon Valley over the next few months. That much runoff would translate to no more than approximately two 
feet of water rise in Swan Lake. The temporary flood barrier was designed to contain up to four feet for potential 
snow runoff, additional precipitation and water pumped back into the lake. 

Based on the analysis, it was determined that the minimum height of the temporary flood barrier would be built 
at an elevation of 4,926 feet or approximately three and a half feet above the current lake level. North Valleys 
Incident Commander Chief Sam Hicks said he does not expect a rapid rise in water level that the temporary 
barrier cannot hold. 

Silver Lake Update 

Crews have completed sandbagging around all the properties on Osage Road. Nearly 600 feet of low lying area 
along Red Rock Road has been sandbagged as well. Crews are assessing the situation at Silver Lake and discussing 
flood mitigation plans for the future. 

 

 

 

http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/rev/
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Numbers to Know 

• More than 1 million sandbags have been deployed to date 
• More than 522 men and women have been working in Lemmon Valley on response 
• More than $3.5 million spent on response to date 
• Nearly 4 miles of the 5 mile temporary barrier has been built to date 
• 13 homes have been evacuated due to flooding 
• 48 homes have been affected by flooding 
• 12 families placed in short-term housing 

More Information 

• Washoe County Command Center at Pompe Way and Lemmon Drive is available from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.   
• www.washoecounty.us, click on the red banner at the top of the homepage 
• Twitter.com/washoecounty 
• Facebook.com/washoecounty  
• Washoe 311 between normal business hours 
• Social Services at 775-785-8600 


